GOOD NEWS FROM WILEY
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SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER, 2009

No Need to Cook Supper

 Thank you Sandy who arranged for Kim & Larry of Glory Seeds to present the program in July and Ona & Richard who provided a great meal;  Henry Ramey, Nancy Williams & Ona Sanders for preparing delicious hot dogs and sides in August,  Brent & Seth who helped set up and to all who came and enjoyed the fellowship and food and cleaned up; 
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Rosa Evans, Joyce Cragg, Sandy Taylor & Mary Beth Brundage who shared with us their experience at the Presbyterian Women’s Triennial Gathering (I’m not sure they have told all yet!). 
Our September supper is September 2nd.  At 6 p.m. Fight Abuse in the Home will present a program and we’ll eat at 6:30.  

Our October supper is October 7th at which Community Partnership of Rabun County, a Family Connections Agency will share with us their work.

Please remember to bring nonperishable foods or paper products for F.A.I.T.H.

Presbyterian Men 

Will resume their breakfasts and fellowship on the FIRST Sunday, in October (Oct 4th ) at 8:30 a.m. (Because of construction we’re skipping September.)  Bring a friend or two and join  in this time of good fellowship and delicious food in the Fellowship Hall.   Call Walter Gordon (706 782 4663) to let him know you’ll be at Breakfast!

Presbyterian Women

Presbyterian Women enjoyed a Ladies Night Out on August 25 at Stockton House.  

And we’ll resume our regular second Monday meetings on September 14th at 11:30 a.m.  Come, bring a sack lunch and grow through our new study “Joshua, A Journey of Faith” as well as through the fellowship we share as sisters in Christ.  (De Gordon has plenty of the study books and she also can tell you how much the dues are!)

We celebrate the wonderful gathering on August 8th  of Presbyterian Women from all over Northeast Georgia Presbytery – 45 women attended and we learned and laughed and ate (boy, did we eat)! Our thanks to all who contributed the food for breakfast, set up and cleaned up.  We appreciate Clayton Presbyterian bringing the flowers  and food and King Memorial who also provided food.  More than one “WOW” was heard during the day!

13 Gallons

Yep, count ‘em—13 gallons of pop tops for Ronald McDonald House—all given by David Ramey.  We deeply appreciate his collecting cans and patiently popping each top for this worthy cause.   And thanks to Violet Smith who told David about the pop tops and to Mary Beth who brought this way of serving to us.
Earth-Friendly Living

   Many of us grew up being told to turn off the lights when we leave a room or to not hold the refrigerator door open while looking for a snack.  While small, these and other suggestions to conserve energy are still important.  Those who have taken any of the various online “ecological footprint” quizzes have learned that it would take four to ten Earths if everyone were to consume energy the way a middle-class American does.  Knowing that we only have one Earth, and that most of our energy right now comes from nonrenewable, unsustainable sources, it is essential that we learn the most important ways to reduce our personal energy consumption.  Small commitments add up.

   “Make me to know your ways, O God; teach me your paths.  Lead me in your truth, and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; for you I wait all day long.” Psalm 25:4-5

   While renovating the sanctuary and church spaces, the session has tried to make decisions in agreement with God’s instruction to take care of His creation.  The investment of new windows, replacing and relocating ducts, installing energy efficient lighting and insulation should substantially decrease our energy costs this winter and lower cooling costs during the summer months.  The products selected for God’s house were also chosen because of their “green” labels.  The health of God’s people, is important!

   The following are ways you can commit to reduce energy consumption in your own home.

Turn off lights, electronics, small appliances, and chargers when not actively in use.   Unplug those with an “always on” clock or “standby” red light.  A TV set that’s on for three hours and in standby for 21 hours uses about 40 percent of its energy in standby mode.

Replace incandescent lightbulbs with compact fluorescent lightbulbs (CFLs) or, where available, light-emitting diodes (LEDs). CFLs use 60 percent less energy than incandescent bulbs.

Update your appliances and heating/cooling systems by buying EnergyStar electronics and appliances.  Recycle or dispose of old appliances in proper ways to keep heavy metals out of landfills.

Insulate.  Most homes (and churches) could be drastically improved with insulation, weather stripping, caulking, and other means of making sure that the warm air in the cooler months or the cool air in the warmer months doesn’t leak out.

Recycle! It makes a difference.  An aluminum can made from a recycled can, rather than from new aluminum, saves the same amount of energy needed to run a television for three hours.  Recycled paper uses only 60 percent of the energy used when making paper from new resources.  Steel recycling in the United States each year saves enough energy to supply Los Angeles with nearly a decade’s worth of electricity. 

Keep it clean!  Replace filters on your furnace and on the air conditioner in your car.

Adjust yourself to your environment.  Program your thermostat to not stay as warm or cool when you are not around.  By moving your thermostat up two degrees in the summer and down two degrees in winter, it is possible to save approximately two thousand pounds of carbon dioxide from the previous year.

Avoid the dryer, especially high heats.  The EPA does not rate dryers as EnergyStar compliant because all of them are huge energy consumers.  Use a clothesline to dry your clothes when possible.

 Choose food, transportation, and housing options wisely.  The more local the food, the more fuel-efficient the transportation, and the smaller the house, the better for climate change.

Mow your lawn with a reel or electric mower.  A gas-powered lawn mower puts out nasty particulate matter that you inhale, and it pollutes in one hour what it takes your car to pollute in twenty miles of driving.

Information taken from “50 Ways to help Save The Earth” by Rebecca Barnes-Davies 

OUR 85th  ANNIVERSARY

&

REDEDICATION

is September 27.  We were chartered on September 28, 1924 and we celebrate the last Sunday in September.  So come join us on September 27th  for a joyful celebration as we rededicate the renovated Sanctuary! And anyone who would like is welcome to bring a dish for a potluck dinner, immediately following worship—if you haven’t been able to attend worship at Wiley in a while, this is a wonderful opportunity to reconnect!  Please join us!

Hallelujah Corner

We praise God for & give thanks to

Skip & Lucy who opened their home for our picnic and all who came and shared food and fellowship; Bud and Lucy  who hosted Fellowship Hour;  Shirley Rickman for preparing lunch for Kinship Care 3 months in a row and invited the grandparents to their home!

Mary Beth & Sandy and their helpers for preparing supper for Game Night and to all who came and enjoyed the fun and fellowship—no one can say we are the “frozen chosen!”

Brent, Sandy & Margo and all the helpers who worked on the Labyrinth 

Sandy, Brent, Mary Beth & Seth for clearing out the rooms for the foundation workers. 

Ona & Richard Sanders for the new Christian flags for table and windows.

Ladies of the Lake who through the Monday Morning Bible Study contributed $114.55 to God’s Mobile Home

You who prepared for the services for Sara Sue Dotson Rieman and to Mary Beth and Sandy who stayed to clean up.  The family expressed their heartfelt gratitude.
An extra special thank you to Bud Jenkins who each Sunday faithfully opens up, turns the lights on and has the coffee ready when we arrive!
A Congregational Meeting

Was held on August 30th at the close of Worship.  The purpose was to elect 2 people to the Nominating Committee.  Sandra Taylor who is rotating off the Session is chairing this Committee.  Please be in prayer for them as they meet.  If you believe you or another member of the church is called to serve as an elder in the Class of 2011, please let Sandy know.  You do not need to ask permission to place a name in nomination for elder.  Through prayerful discernment, the Nominating Committee seeks God’s will for the leaders of the church.  If the way be clear, the Nominating Committee will present a slate of officers at a meeting of the congregation on September 27, 2009.

CHOIR NOTES

We thank Haleigh McCall, Jill Welch, Anne Pummell, Beth Anne Watts, Greg & Cathee Funkhouser who shared their gifts of music while the choir took a well deserved break.  Our thanks to Mary Beth who arranged for this wonderful variety of music.

The choir has now resumed their faithful practice under the gifted leadership of Mary Beth.  They rehearse every Wednesday evening at 5 p.m. and you are welcome to come join in making a joyful noise until the Lord.  
Check out our website

www.wileypresbyterian.org
and e-mail your comments/suggestions to

wileypc@windstream.net
and if you want to receive e-mail reminders and prayer concerns, send your e-address to the above e-mail address
Our Christian compassion and love reach out to the 

Family of Karen Sexton 

who joined the Church Triumphant

June 22, 2009

Bud Jenkins has been Karen’s (step)father 

since she was 4 years old



Family of Irene Heiland 

who joined the Church Triumphant

July 15, 2009

She was Sandra Taylor’s birth mother



Family of Sara Sue Dotson Rieman

who joined the Church Triumphant 

April 4, 2009

Services were held at Wiley on August 9th 

80 Families

were fed through God’s Abundance on one Thursday evening aided by a $100 donation by the Agape Sunday School Class—amazing how God multiples the loaves and fishes!

Congratulations to

Seth Brown

Who earned the 2009 R.A.P. Hang Man Award

For hanging & trimming doors!

Elder for September

Walter Gordon

Elder for October

Brent Wykle

Have you Seen

the new banner?  Using some of the materials donated by Dawn Wilborn, Sandra Taylor constructed the banner which represents the Apostles’ Creed.  As you look at the banner hanging now in the Fellowship Hall, note the meaning of each color and symbol which Sandra has posted by the banner. 
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Stewardship of Financial Resources

   January 1 thru July 31

Tithes & Offerings Received
    $ 44,162.05      
or $6,309 per month

Tithes & Offerings Spent
    $ 44,015.41 


or  $6,288 per month

Remaining for Mission & 

Ministry
       $    148.28 

Annual Budget is $79,878 
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        or $6,657 per month

Thank you for your faithful and generous giving to God who blesses us with so much.

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$
When I am down and, oh my soul so weary

When troubles come and my heart burdened be

Then, I am still and wait here in the silence

Until you come and sit a while with me.

You raise me up, so I can stand on mountains

You raise me up, to walk on stormy seas.

I am strong when I am on your shoulders

You raise me up…to more than I can be. 



                         CD: “Josh Groban, Closer”   
Walking the Labyrinth

   Now that we have a labyrinth, what do we do with it?  

   In modern culture, we need to be able to quiet our minds.  We have enormous pressures on us.  The media spend billions of dollars a year to grab our attention and focus is on an array of products.  If you are unsure of what you want to think about and unclear about how you want to focus your mental, emotional, spiritual energy, you are vulnerable to manipulation from the media and from advertising in all forms.

   Is it any wonder that children as well as adults are having trouble focusing?  Unless you can create an inner sanctuary, a special chamber within, where you can be with yourself, slow things down, and direct your thoughts toward what nourishes you in body, mind, and Spirit, you will be starving for meaning and purpose in your life.  The labyrinth can help you create this inner chamber; it can provide a touchstone to return to when you need to remember who you are and where and with whom you stand.

    Any activity that allows the mind to slow down and become quiet can be considered meditation.  A meditative state occurs when we step out of ordinary clock time into dreamtime.  We feel at peace and fully present to the activity.  By this definition, meditation could be as varied as writing a book or playing a sophisticated computer game.  The qualities of flow and focus are central and the activity must remain relatively free of compulsive behavior.  Then these experiences have the potential to be fruitful meditation.

   The practice of labyrinth walking is guided by what you need from the walk.  It may be a bonding activity to do when friends visit, a way to focus your thoughts before a medical procedure, or a ritual container to leave your prayers. 

   Use the labyrinth when it calls you.  When you want the benefits of a quiet mind, a prayerful heart, a release from controlling behavior, find your way to a labyrinth.  Some people use it weekly, others casually, others intensely for a period of time to prepare for a specific event such as surgery or to recover from a trauma. 

   Scheduled labyrinth walks will be noted in the weekly Worship Guide.  
Please join us if you feel the call. 

Session Highlights

Report on Called Session Meeting, August 6, 2009


It’s a good thing we began repairs when we did.  The workers have discovered


Rotten wood that would have caused collapse


Electrical wiring the ground hogs had been chewing on that would have caused a fire


Duct work that had separated cooling and heating the groundhogs, not us


While we are making the repairs it only makes sense to get the sanctuary insulated and the electrical wiring to code and to make the renovations we have talked about for a long time.


Improving insulation includes


Replacing the 13 windows with energy saving windows


Putting in a new insulation called Icynene which will require taking off the interior wall covering.  (Icynene will replace the 1960’s newspaper used as insulation and will not settle as does blown insulation.  Icynene is about 3 times more expensive but will mean substantial energy savings)


Electrical work includes 


Wiring so that groundhogs (should they return) will not have them as a food or teething source!


Installing outlets according to the building code


Reducing our breaker panels from 4 to 3 by eliminating the old, old panel in the northwest corner of the building (in Music Resource Room)


Installing energy efficient lighting (types and cost to be determined)


Remodeling work (which is much more affordable now, than if we waited until after all the repairs were made) includes 


In order for worshippers to have easy access to fellowship hall and restrooms, place pews so they face north.  To make chancel area (for cross, communion table, pulpit, choir) a sufficient size, remove walls between sanctuary and library and room where we store banners.  Then extend wall between banner room and Music Resource Room into library (where wall that divided library into 2 rooms used to be) allowing for entry into the Sanctuary on west side of the Sanctuary.  If funds allow, have a raised platform, with access ramp, in the chancel area.


Replacing floor


After wiring and insulating, new sheetrock will be installed, a chair rail installed and walls painted (color to be determined)


Installing new floor covering (type and color to be determined)

Report on Stated Session Meeting, August 22, 2009 regarding Renovations

As we reviewed the progress of the work on the Sanctuary and the work yet to be done, we recognized how blessed we are.  God has truly watched over us: the gnawed electrical wiring and old wiring had not started a fire; the north wall had not fallen down even though it was not tied into the building; the rotten wood had not caused collapse and no critters had entered the separated duct work.  In addition your generous giving to the building fund and through the bequests of others we have not had to borrow money to make necessary repairs and some of the desired beautification of God’s house.

In discussing and seeking God’s will for the work, we believe carpeting in the Sanctuary is appropriate.  Installing tile in the gathering room would prevent dirt from being tracked onto the carpet.

Recognizing members’ desire to retain some of the old, Session agreed to keep the one ceiling light fixture that is not broken, retrofit it for more energy efficient lights and install it in the gathering room where the Memorial plaques will also be placed.

To date:

crawl space has been dug out to make it more accessible

floor has been leveled

rotten wood replaced

13 new energy efficient windows installed

duct work has been installed

plastic has been laid in crawl space

Icynene (energy saving and earth friendly insulation) has been installed

new electrical wiring has been installed

south banner room, east hall, and south library walls & ceiling removed 

(ceilings were different heights and needed to be evened) 

new wall studded in

platform for chancel area (cross, choir, pulpit area) constructed with ramp

new flooring is in

sound system is wired

Still need to:


Put in dry wall for walls and ceilings


Prepare floor for carpet by removing old glued down tiles


For sound, insulate interior wall


Install new light fixtures


Lay carpet in Sanctuary


Tile new gathering room and Music Resource Room


Install attic access


Install crawl space access


Install wainscoting & chair rail in Sanctuary


Paint outside window trim 


Clean, including washing windows, dusting down walls, etc.


Apply clear finish/stain to inside windows


Paint inside

We have the funds to complete the necessary work (some of the repairs were more than anticipated), but in order to beautify this space in a way we believe would glorify God, we offer opportunities for you to contribute of your resources of money and/or time.

If you are able and willing to paint or lay tile, wash windows, or do other cleaning, please call the church office (706 782 3775)

If you would like to donate for any of the items below, please make your check payable to Wiley Presbyterian Church and note it is for building fund or for the specific item (e.g. light, paint, etc)

$10 per square yard of carpet 



(need 373 square yards)

$10 per tile (ceramic, includes underlayment)
(need 336 tiles)

$25 per gallon of paint



(need 14 gallons)

$170 per Sanctuary light fixture


(need 4)

$  90 per Vestibule 

(old front door entrance) light fixture

(need 1)

$175 per door





(need 0    [2 already donated]








    Sanctuary Entrance and 








    Music Resource Room)

$350 per window




(need 9 more [4 already donated])

Thank you for your prayerful consideration of these needs and for your continued prayers as we continue to follow Matthew 6:33 “But seek ye first the kingdom of God…”

The above 2 reports are notes from the Session meetings regarding the renovations.  Below are additional highlights from the Stated Meeting of 8/22/09 that are not noted elsewhere in this newsletter.

· Heard report from Brent Wykle on his journey toward becoming an ordained minister.  He and Lauren along with Pastor Alice visited Columbia Theological Seminary which he plans to attend beginning Fall Semester, 2010, after completing undergraduate work in July, 2010. 

· Need one more elder to attend the October 23-24 meeting of Presbytery in Toccoa.

· Recognized the suggestion and agreed to have the 10 Commandments more in our worship service, particularly on Communion Sundays.  Pastor took under advisement the suggestion to preach on them as well as have them as part of the liturgy.

· Agreed to see if the missionary from Guatemala will be available to speak to us. 

· Pastor continues to work toward having a Geriatric Physician come present a program as well as searching out material for a study of the book “The Shack.”

· Approved request from Homemakers Council to hold a covered dish luncheon at Wiley on December 7th at noon.  They will set up, clean up and provide the plates and cups.

Next meeting is scheduled for September 22nd at 9 a.m.

As always, if you have any questions or concerns, please talk with any Session member.
Pastor's Musings

 “A cheerful disposition is good for your health; gloom and doom leave you bone-tired” (Proverbs 17:22 [The Message])

As we end the summer and enter into the season of Fall which flows into winter, I believe it is good for us to remember the words that God gives to us in the Scripture above.  To keep our hearts light, I share with you for September and October some of the quips and quotes I have picked up along the way.

( “A confirmation student was asked to list the Ten Commandments in any order.  He wrote: ‘3, 6, 1, 8, 4, 5, 9, 2, 10, 7”
(from The Lutheran)

( “Eleventh commandment:  ‘Thou shalt not committee.’”
(Baptist Pastor Tal Bonham)

( “The quickest way for a mother to get her children’s attention is to sit down and look      comfortable.” 
(Pastor Ralph J. Mineo)

( “Usher explaining to minister:  ‘I was slapping high-fives because it was Palm Sunday.’”

(unknown)

( “May you grow old gracefully because you do so joyfully.  Life is too short to spend it being grouchy.” 
(unknown)

( “St Peter to the hard working man who approached the Pearly Gates:  ‘All work and no play—brother, did you blow it!!’”  (unknown)

( “The Christian should be an alleluia from head to foot.”  (St. Augustine)

( “Frowning is hard work; it takes 43 muscles to frown but only 17 muscles to smile.”  




(unknown)

( “Faith always has as a companion joy in the Holy Spirit “
(Martin Luther)

( “God never takes a vacation ‘cause He can’t find anybody good enough to fill in.’”

 (Family Circus)

May we each and all have a merry heart as we continue to trust in our Lord,    

Pastor Alice
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